
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coventry City of Culture Trust 

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: 

UK-based architects, urban designers and spatial practitioners 

 

Programme: Prototype City Coventry 

Issued: 27th April 2021 

Deadline for submission: Wednesday 5th May 2021, Midnight GMT 

 

Overview 

Coventry UK City of Culture together with the British Council is seeking expressions 

of interest from architects, urban designers and spatial practitioners (as individuals or 

practices) based in the United Kingdom, to participate in a new international 

exchange programme, Prototype City Coventry. The two selected participants will be 

paired with international architects and work together to address the urban 

landscape of two different sites in Coventry. Using co-design and collaborative 

processes, the teams will design prototypes for more inclusive and welcoming public 

spaces.  

 

About the Project: Prototype City 

The threat of climate change and environmental degradation, increasing inequalities, 
global migration, global health risks and the impact of new technologies have all 
been reshaping the challenges facing cities and their societies. The British Council 
works with a network of partners in the UK and around the world to respond to this 
rapidly changing context and explore how the design of the city itself impacts society, 
culture and the environment. Prototype City is an architecture exchange programme 
centring on international collaboration to test new ideas in cities around the world. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The first edition of Prototype City will be part of the Coventry UK City of Culture 

programme and focus on Coventry’s unique qualities so as to better interrogate and 

offer insights and solutions to global urban challenges. Local communities, artists 

and creative practitioners will co-design briefs that look at inclusivity and 

empowerment in the city, hidden disabilities and creating welcoming spaces. 

This project brings together local, UK and international architects from Dakar - 

Senegal, Sao Paulo - Brazil, Cairo - Egypt and Aarhus - Denmark to work with local 

partners, cultural institutions and communities to explore prototypes for Coventry. 

 

Scope of work for successful applicants 

The two selected participants will be paired with international architects engaged by 

the Trust to work as a team to respond to the briefs.  

Two teams will then research and prototype new ways to address the urban 

landscape of two different sites based in Coventry. The briefs will focus specifically 

on creating more inclusive and welcoming public spaces. Teams will also have to 

consider materials that have a minimal environmental impact and propose creative 

ways to redistribute the prototypes, designing either modular or reworkable 

structures for transformation after construction. The programme will offer a chance 

for UK and international architects to collaborate, whilst building knowledge and 

international networks.  

The architects will be asked to commit for approximately 22 days of work spread 

across six months of collaboration, starting in June 2021, which will involve online 

workshops and co-design sessions, site visits (virtual and physical, if permitted), 

design and manufacturing of the prototypes, and will culminate in a public 

engagement programme and prototype launch in September 2021. 

COVID-19 

The COVID-19 pandemic has limited travel options and opened up new avenues to 

explore online collaboration.  

It is unlikely that international architects will be able to travel to the UK, therefore, 

Prototype City Coventry is encouraging the exploration of creative ways of 

experiencing architecture via digital channels, challenging architects to work with 

immersive technology and deploy different players to describe, convey and illustrate 

spaces to distant collaborators. 

 

The selected applicants will be expected to: 

• Participate in co-design workshops and meetings with international and local 

partners, professionals and community groups; 

• Conduct analysis of the local context and design; 

• Co-design a prototype as part of an international project team and with local 

communities for the given site;  



 

 

• Participate in a public crit, presenting their ideas to a jury and local community 

representatives; 

• Work together with local partners, students and volunteers to manufacture 

and construct the prototypes; 

• Agree to reasonable requests for press and media coverage related to the 

project; press information will be agreed upon and released by the British 

Council and Coventry City of Culture Trust. 

 

The British Council and Coventry City of Culture Trust will provide: 

• Introduction to local and international project team; 

• Advice and contacts to relevant partners and stakeholders in Coventry; 

• A project producer who will be the main point of contact for participating 

architects and will ensure the smooth collaboration and delivery of the 

programme; 

• Grant payment of £2,000;  

• Coverage of all costs related to travel to Coventry (train costs, hotel if 

applicable, subsistence) for scoping visit (June and July 2021) * and for 

project implementation (September 2021); * 

*in case there are travel restrictions due to COVID-19 travel dates might need 
to shift  

• Coverage of materials and construction costs of the prototypes to a sum of 

£10,000 (per prototype); 

• Opportunities to participate in the wider cultural programme, including 

invitations to relevant events and engagements;  

• Exposure to new audiences and networks through profiling your practice across 

relevant online platforms and social media channels. 

Your Application 

We would like to understand how this project fits your current practice and the 

broader context of your work, research, and interests; and how you will benefit from 

this opportunity. Please outline any relevant experience working on collaborative 

projects particularly via online platforms. 

Applicants must demonstrate that they are: 

- actively engaged in design practice 

- interested in international collaboration  

- curious about the creative potential for remote and virtual co-design 

- interested or actively engaged in sustainable design 

- Interested or actively engaged in working to create inclusive cities  

 

All individuals, companies, organisations and other bodies contributing and 

collaborating with the Trust to create and deliver the 2021 programme will be expected 

to actively engage with our sustainability, access and fair pay policies.  We are 



 

 

looking for ambitious, creative people to work with us, who are willing to grow and 

learn with the Trust and care about Coventry, its citizens and its future and we will look 

for a proactive approach to these issues in your work.  

 

Eligibility Criteria  

- Applicants are permitted to apply either as individuals or as practices or 

collectives. A practice or collective will need to identify and propose a lead. 

Travel and accommodation will be covered for one representative per practice 

or collective.  

- Applicants can be independent designers or either principals or employees 

within a practice. If the applicant is an employee within a practice, they should 

have the support and endorsement of their practice. 

- We will ideally look to appoint from practises or individuals based in the West 

Midlands, where the expertise meets our requirements. 

Applicants must: 

- Be based in the United Kingdom. This includes England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland; 

- Be practicing architects or urban designers; 

- Be proficient in English; 

- Be able to participate fully in the programme including required time 

commitment and work to the specified timeline;.  

- Have a minimum of two years professional experience post-qualification in a 

relevant sphere of design. There is no upper limit set but the opportunity is 

primarily aimed at professionals looking to gain experience in international 

projects and collaboration. 

 

Grant Payment 

The grant for this work will be £2,000 (+ VAT where applicable) for a maximum of 22 

days. 

Expenses: Limited travel (if permitted) for scoping, site visit and launch event; 

coverage of materials and construction costs of the prototypes to the sum of £10,000 

(per prototype)  

 

Selection Process 

All Expressions of Interest will be assessed by a panel against the criteria set out in 

this document and with the express intention of pairing UK-based architects with 

international architects.  

We will be able to provide feedback only for the applicants selected for an interview 

stage. 



 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

The project will be developed in phases to be implemented as follows: 

Phase I : Applicants selection and initial design ideas 

• Proposals submitted via open call by Midnight on Wednesday 5th May 2021 

• If further deliberation is necessary, shortlisted applicants will be invited for an 

online interview with the final decision being made by the British Council and 

Coventry City of Culture Trust; 

• Successful applicants will be notified by Wednesday 19th May 2021 

• Coventry City of Culture officially starts on Saturday 15th May 2021 

• Week-long introductory co-design workshop series between the UK and 

overseas architects including a scoping trip by UK-based architects to 

Coventry, week starting 14th June (five full days)  

• Continuation of independent collaboration between UK and international 

architects responding to the given briefs between June and Aug 2021 

(approx. five full days) 

Phase II : Presentation and prototyping 

• Public architecture crit, architects present ideas (digital or physical) with best 

ideas selected for the prototyping stage in July 2021 (approx. two full days)  

• Continuation of independent collaboration between UK and international 

architects designing the prototypes in July 2021 (approx. five full days) 

• Manufacturing and construction of the prototypes, August-Sept 2021 (five 

full days) 

• Release film documenting process and programme in December 2021 

 

How to apply 

Please present your Expression of Interest as follows: 

- Video Recording (max. 5min) expressing how this project fits your current 

practice and the broader context of your work, research, and interests; and 

how you will benefit from this opportunity; please outline any relevant 

experience working on collaborative projects particularly via online platforms.  

- Curriculum Vitae (max. two pages, submitted as a PDF); 

- Up to five examples of key projects (realised or speculative) that represent 

your approach: presented in a form of portfolio, videos, or audio clips as well 

as links to websites online. Any presented collaborative projects must clearly 

specify applicant’s role in the project;  

- Completed Diversity Monitoring form; 



 

 

- Evidence of relevant qualification in your field. Please note Coventry City of 
Culture Trust and British Council may request further evidence of qualification 
later in the selection process. 

- Please include your email, address and phone number.  
 

Please use the form linked below to apply or send all Applications to 

production@coventry2021.co.uk 

CLICK HERE FOR APPLICATION FORM 

 

Access and Support  

We are committed to ensuring everyone can engage in this opportunity. If you have 

specific disability support requirements, please get in touch using the details below 

to discuss how we can meet your support or adjustment needs.  

 

Equal Opportunities 

We would appreciate it if you would complete our Equal Opportunities Form when 

you submit your application. This data is anonymous but helps the Trust to 

understand who is applying for our opportunities, ensuring that we are constantly 

working to share them as widely as possible.  

 

Any Questions? 

If you have any questions, have disability access support requirements or would like 

any assistance with the language and terms in this document please contact Cara 

Pickering, Visual Arts Programme Producer cara.pickering@coventry2021.co.uk at 

who will be able to discuss further and/or arrange support for you.   

 

NOTES 

British Council 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and 

educational opportunities. We work with over 100 countries in the fields of arts and 

culture, English language, education and civil society. Last year we reached over 65 

million people directly and 731 million people overall including online, broadcasts 

and publications. We make a positive contribution to the countries we work with – 

changing lives by creating opportunities, building connections and engendering trust. 

Founded in 1934 we are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public 

body. We receive 15 per cent core funding grant from the UK government. For 

further information about the British Council, please visit www.britishcouncil.org . 

file:///C:/Users/RaRa/Documents/production@coventry2021.co.uk
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/3adec1de14ea42df81375dfe3f57ae1c
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGxWHoCaP2aITX9i3-G844kDJcV_iGE9qwwXNrohY0Sx9gXg/viewform
mailto:cara.pickering@coventry2021.co.uk


 

 

The British Council’s Architecture Design Fashion (ADF) department creates links 

between designers and cultural institutions around the world, through a diverse 

range of projects across the three disciplines. The department forms part of British 

Council Arts, which works to build trust and opportunities for the UK through the 

exchange of knowledge, experience and ideas worldwide. For further information 

about Architecture Design Fashion at the British Council, please visit 

www.britishcouncil.org/design . 

Coventry City of Culture Trust 

We are a diverse, modern city which is re-imagining the role culture can play in 

bringing people together. Coventry is a city of welcome, a city of activists and 

pioneers, a city of peace and reconciliation, a city of innovation and invention, a City 

of Culture. 

The Trust is committed to: 

• Welcoming 2.5m additional visitors to Coventry in 2021/22 

• 80% of the city’s residents experiencing at least three events in 2021/22 

• Increasing audience attendance from under-represented communities by 20% 

• Activating more than 16,000 volunteers and participants 

• Making long-lasting, tangible social change in Coventry 

• Transforming who holds the power to create and curate in the city 

• Starting a wave of cultural investment across the region 

In July 2020, we announced that Coventry’s City of Culture programme will start in 

May 2021 and run for 12 months, allowing us to keep our promise to the city and 

region - to deliver an extraordinary year while providing some much-needed certainty 

and resources to our artists and communities.  

We are committed to diversity in recruitment, practice, and partnerships and to telling 

the stories and giving platforms to those that are often unheard. 

This is your opportunity to be part of telling the story of the city that moves. 

 

Prototype City Coventry is a British Council programme developed in 

partnership with Coventry City of Culture Trust  

 

 

 

 


