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This Learning Pack accompanies Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ and has
been designed specifically to be used flexibly within the KS2 curriculum, with opportunities
for use in KS1 and to be extended into KS3.
Coventry Atlas website can also be used as a resource for KS4 and KS5 independent
research projects.
The pack includes themed teachers notes with suggested activity ideas, resource sheets and
links to further resources that will help you develop your local studies lessons in geography
and history further.
There are a wide selection of ideas to choose from so you can ‘pick and mix’ and adapt your
own lesson plans/ resources as you wish.

Curriculum Links:

Geography:
Understanding places. How aspects have changed overtime. Map and fieldwork skills.
Using a range of maps. Identifying human and physical characteristics. Settlement
and land-use patterns. Natural resources. Your school and the locality. Landmarks
History:
Local history study. Historical enquiry skills, using a variety of sources. Differing
historical interpretations. Continuity and change. Similarity, difference and
significance. Development of place over time. Historical sites. Understanding
chronology. Differencing between different time periods. Significant local individuals
Links to other curriculum areas include:
Literacy: Creating settings. Characters and plot. Discussion. Note-taking. Debate.
Imaginative writing. Diaries and narratives. Instructions. Persuasive writing. Nonfiction writing and biographies, interviews. Persuasive writing.
Maths: Data collection. Charts and graphs. Surveying. Scales and ratios.
Art: Drawing. Sketching and colouring.
Computing: Using the internet. Search technologies.
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Theme 1: Investigating maps
Background for the teacher:
In medieval times Coventry was in effect the ‘capital’ of the Midlands, the fourth largest city in England, only smaller
than York, Bristol and London.
The air raids during the Second World War had the most devastating and significant impact on the city. Many of the
old buildings and street patterns of the city centre were swept away. People saw this as an opportunity to put into
place ideas for building a new city, that had started before the war, but were made easier after the bombing.
The city centre was designed by Donald E Gibson who was appointed Coventry City Architect in 1938. However, due
to the bomb damage Gibson had to rework his plans. Gibson's reworked plans were published in 1941 and were
soon used as propaganda for post-war reconstruction of Britain, they were approved in 1946. By the end of the
1950s a new city for the future had been created and new concepts like ‘pedestrianised shopping’ in Broadgate (the
first in the country and Europe!) and the ‘ring road’ were introduced.
Through looking at maps, pupils will be able to describe the human and physical features that typify your locality,
assessing how changes and developments from the past characterise the locality.

Learning Objectives: Pupils will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Interpret a range of maps and plans of different dates
Understand human and physical features that typify their locality and how this may differ to other places.
Recognise continuity and change in land use
Understand which developments have had the most impact in their locality
Understand which events have had the most impact in their locality
Understand why and how Coventry developed where it is: economic activity including trade links and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ - either live or screen prints of selected maps. To make a
screen print hold down ‘Ctrl’ and ‘PrtSc’ and then paste the image of your map into your chosen document.
Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of maps.
To turn the tags off the maps so you can see the maps more clearly: Select chosen map, then go to ‘Search’,
at the top toolbar, deselect Records and Collections and click Search and the tags will disappear.
Further instructions on accessing the maps can be found here: https://www.coventryatlas.org/map/help
Powerpoint presentation: Time Detectives https://www.coventryatlas.org/learning
Activity resource sheets 1, 3 and 4
Google maps and a selection of other maps such as Atlas’s and recent ordnance survey maps if you have
them.
Many more old maps of Coventry and the whole of the UK, especially smaller scale maps can be found here
on the National Libraries of Scotland website: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-byside/swipe/#zoom=10&lat=52.4991&lon=-1.5579&layers=175&right=BingHyb
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Suggested Learning Activities
How can you tell the
1. Where you live?
difference between a
• Find your school on google maps.
house and a school?
• Explore other well-known local landmarks: places
Consider the
of worship, shops, housing and locate where
difference in size,
people live and their journey to school.
shape, position in
• Now go to Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ and go to
relation to other
‘explore map’ on the homepage and see if you can find the location of
buildings.
your school. You may need to use the landmarks you’ve discussed on
google maps to orientate yourself.
• You can remove tags from the map using the function as
described above.
• Using Activity 1 Where in the World Resource Sheets, print
and cut out all or a selection of the ‘place words’,
depending on the ability of your class.
• Working in pairs or small groups put the words in order of
size from largest to smallest.
• Discuss the answers as a group. Depending on what ‘place
words’ you use, you can use ‘Coventry Atlas’ to explore
some examples for local street names, villages, town,
county and country names.
• Older pupils may want to also use a selection of real atlas’
to look at different political maps, showing boundaries of
countries and counties for example.
2. Directions
• Go to Coventry Atlas modern map by going to ‘explore map’ on the homepage.
• In order for pupils to become familiar with using maps and their local area, create some scenarios with
the class for travelling between different locations within the city – see below.
• Younger children may find it easier to have a print out of a map that you could do by creating a screen
shot (Hold down the ‘Ctrl’ button and ‘PrtSc’ button on your key board and then paste it into a new
document).
• Older pupils could use an ordnance survey map and use 4 figure or 6 figure grid references for starting
points and language like ‘head north east’ and journeys can be made longer and more complicated.
For example: On the way home from school you want to stop at the shops and pick up an ice cream
and then go to the park.

.

You need to give your friends the directions to join you. Remember to give direction and distance.
Encourage language like ‘go forward’, ‘take the first left’, ‘pass the library’. Pupils work in pairs to
direct each other the correct way to their destination. To develop skills and make it harder, journeys
can be made longer and more complicated
3. Investigating and Comparing New and Old maps
• Go to ‘explore map’ on the homepage of Coventry Atlas. Select the ‘overlays’ icon from the toolbar to
take you to the Map Directory.
• Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of
maps.
• Choose an old map of your locality and click ‘overlay’
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•
•

•

•

•

Use the ‘overlay toolbar’ at the bottom of the map to alter the transparency so you can see the old map
below the modern map.
You can also click the green left-pointing arrow at the top of the tray to make it disappear. By going into
‘search’ at the top toolbar and de-selecting records and collections and pressing enter, all the tags will
disappear so the map can be seen more clearly.
To remove the map, click “Close Overlay” at the top and de-select the box
in the map you were viewing. Compare the modern map with an older
The population of
map of your locality. Look what features have disappeared or
Coventry increased
appeared (such as buildings, roads and open spaces) and how the
from 69 978 in 1901 to
city has grown over time.
106 978 in 1911.
Discuss how and why the place may have changed
overtime. Using Activity 3 Resource Sheet Investigating
Can you see how this
Old Maps to study the maps for your locality in more
impacted the size of
detail. Choose how large an area you want to focus on.
the settlement on the
You can simplify the questions or just use the main headings for lower key
maps?
stages. Children are not expected to answer all the questions, the idea is
to get the children thinking about the special features of their locality. By
adding layers to your maps it will be easier to see the changes overtime.

4. Journey Through Time.
• Get outside in your local area and spot the differences that you have identified on the maps in the
classroom.
• Using the school as a starting point, work in groups using either tablets or printed copies of an older map
of your area.
• Identify 3-6 points of interest and plan a route to see how much you can spot that is on your old the
map. Walk the pre-planned route while identifying your location on the printed map. Alternatively, you
could use GPS on a tablet or mobile and identify the different features that you discussed in class.
• Look for features such as water pumps, wash houses that are no longer used. Roads widening, street
patterns changing. Old buildings that are missing/ changed use or new buildings that have appeared.
Similarities and differences can be marked on the map and use either sketchbooks or Activity 4
Resource Sheet to complete the comparisons.
5. Settlement Locations - choose the Historic Towns Atlas Map or the Tickner Map from the overlays section.
There are also further different kinds of maps on the National Libraries of Scotland website maps
e.g. a Physical map of 1957 shows the location of the
Most evidence of people in and around
ancient ‘Forest of Arden’ Coventry in Prehistoric and Roman times
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-bycomes from the edges of the city. What are
side/swipe/#zoom=11&lat=52.4224&lon=the possible reasons for this?
1.4099&layers=10phys&right=BingHyb
See the Historic Environment Record for
more information
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conse
rvation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_hist
oric_environment_record/4

During Anglo-Saxon times there is evidence of a
settlement being established near to where Coventry is
today.
Leofric was an important Anglo-Saxon and in 1026 the
Danish King Canute appointed him Earl of Mercia and he
became one of the three most powerful men in the country.
In around 1035 he married Godiva.
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Leofric and Godiva founded a St Mary’s Priory in 1043, close to where the Cathedral stands today.
Within a few years a thriving market town had grown up around it.
•
•

•

•
•

Find the location of ‘Priory’ on Tickner’s 1917 Map of Ancient Coventry
Give the scenario that ‘you are the Earl Leofric or Lady Godiva and you need to choose a place in the
Kingdom of Mercia to settle and building your Priory – where would you choose and why?’
• Firstly use your pre-existing knowledge to think about what would make a good place for a settlement.
• Discuss the following:
1. Water (River Sherbourne and Swanswell Pool): Why would you need this? Where might it come
from? What food might you find in the water?
2. Protection from attack (The Vikings attacked the nunnery in 1016): Who might attack you? What
would give you good protection?
3. Wood for building materials and fuel (The ancient Forest of Arden was nearby): How often would
you need wood for these things?
4. Flat and clear land: Why is flat land an advantage to you? What needs clearing before the land could
be farmed? What animals would be kept and why?
5. To be a ‘special place’: The River Sherbourne rises from underground, making it a sacred river to
ancient people (Celts and Saxons who were Pagan). Often Christian sites were located on earlier
sacred places. A nunnery had been founded in 670 by St Osberga.
Use the earliest maps (i.e. The 1750 Bradford Map in the Pre-Victorian Maps section, or Coventry Historic
Towns Atlas, Tickner Map or further maps on the National Libraries of Scotland website:
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/swipe/#zoom=10&lat=52.4991&lon=1.5579&layers=175&right=BingHyb) to identify possible sites for settlement around the city and discuss what
the natural advantages would be for settling there.
For example you could compare the site of St Mary’s Priory, now part of the city centre with the site for the
Lunt Roman Fort in Baginton.
Discuss 3 positive and 3 negative points for each location.

More teaching resources can be found here:
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/map-skills/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv
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Theme 1 Activity 1
Where in the World?
Cut the words out and put them in order of size

Street

Country

Region

Parish

Village

County

Town/City

District

Did you know?
In 1451 Coventry and the surrounding hamlets were
made a County by Henry VI! This changed in Victorian
times when it became just a city in the County of
Warwickshire again.
In 1974, Coventry became part of the West Midlands
county.
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Theme 1

Activity 1

Where in the World?
Put the words in order starting with the smallest

Place word
Smallest

Largest

Local example
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Theme 1 Activity 3
Investigating Old Maps

MAP:
What was this place like?
• Find the edge of the settlement – does it have
defences?
• How is it connected to other places?
• Where are the main routeways into the
settlement? Are they protected by gates?
• Locate centrel places such as markets
• Look for names of streets – are they associated
with particular trades or industries?
i.e. Mill Lane, Drapers Hall
• Where do people live?
• What are the houses like?
• What size and shape are they?

Why was this place like this?
• Why was the settlement sited here?
• How does it use the physical features of the site
such as streams or rivers, the topography?
• Are the streets laid out in a planned way or have
they just developed? Are there any zones for
particular trades and industries?

How has this place changed and why?
• How has it grown?
• Did it happen in a certain direction? Is there
evidence why it has grown in this way?
• Look for signs of new transport methods (canal
and railway) and industry developing
• Have earlier settlement patterns influenced later
ones? If so why? Or why not?
• Did the type of trade change over time?
• Did areas for administration of the settlement
remain fixed or did they move to another part of
the settlement?
• How did the area around the settlement change
overtime?

What would it have felt like to be in this place?
• Think about what you would have seen or felt at
a particular part of the settlement
• Suggest what might have been happening at a
particular location within the settlement, at a
particular time of day or year? i.e. church bells
ringing, people going to work or school, canal
boats navigating the canal, delivering coal, trams
running

11

Theme 1 Activity 4
Then and Now
I am looking at….
Map date
Then

The greatest changes have been…

The least changes have been…

Now
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Theme 2: Time Detectives
Background for Teachers
This lesson builds on the previous lesson Theme 1: Investigating Maps. In addition to the maps, Coventry Atlas
includes photos, pictures and paintings, plans and original written documents such as census documents, letters,
charters and other documents from Coventry Archives. New things are being added to the website all the time so be
sure to check back to see what new things have been added. The hope is that pieces of information and research will
also be sent to Coventry Digital so please get in touch if you would like to send in some of the school’s project work.
All the different forms of historical evidence make Coventry Atlas an ideal tool for teaching ‘Time Detectives’ and
how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. Similar to real detectives, conducting a criminal
investigation, historians use different pieces of evidence to build up a picture of what the past was like. There are
sometimes gaps in the evidence and our knowledge and so historians have to make an ‘interpretation’ or use some
guess work. This is how different interpretations of the past can exist. Anyone can make an interpretation of the
past as long as they can back it up with the evidence.

Learning Objectives:
•
•
•
•

Develop appropriate use of historical terms
Identify connections, contrasts and trends over time
Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources
KS3 and KS4: Understand that different versions of the past may exist
You could choose to focus on a particular time periods such as:
• the impact that developments during the industrial revolution had on Coventry or
• the impact of WW2 and the Blitz on Coventry

Suggested Activities:
There is a powerpoint presentation: Time Detectives that has been put together to accompany these activities
https://www.coventryatlas.org/learning
Using Historical Sources:
Discuss as a class or in table groups what different ways there are for
finding out about the past.
1. Pictorial Evidence: maps and architects plans, photographs,
pictures,
2. Written evidence: place names, books, charters, letters, diaries,
internet, oral histories, census records, school log books, account
books, sales catalogues, wills and inventories
3. Physical evidence: old buildings and ruins, archaeological sites,
artefacts, museums, memorials

Pictorial Evidence:
1. Looking Closer at Maps
• Go to Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/ and go to ‘Explore the Map’ and choose the
‘overlays’ tab from the toolbar.
• Maps and overlays are ordered alphabetically into different settlement areas and different types of
maps.
• If possible, find a large scale map of the area around your school or your chosen area and click ’overlay’.
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•

Choose a particular building in your locality i.e. your school, an old house or a building from the
powerpoint Time Detectives presentation such as Bird Grove, Rose Hill or house on Gosford Street.
• Click the green left-pointing arrow at the top of the tray to make it disappear. By going into ‘Search’ at
the top toolbar and de-selecting records and collections and then clicking ‘Search’, all the tags will
disappear so the map can be seen more clearly.
• Old maps can be layered over the modern map to see how a building or house and its environment has
changed over a period of time.
• Use the ‘overlay toolbar’ at the bottom of the map to alter the transparency so you can see the old map
below the modern map.
• For help with the maps and overlays go to https://www.coventryatlas.org/map/help
• Use or adapt Activity 1 Resource Sheet Looking Closer at Maps and focus on a particular building, it’s
location and orientation, size, number of buildings (including outbuildings), proximity to other nearby
buildings or spaces.
• Choose a different building or house, ideally one that can be contrasted easily, maybe in a different area
of the city.
• In the powerpoint Time Detectives presentation there is a comparison between several buildings: Bird
Grove (the former home of George Eliot, and a small, terraced house in Gosford Street).
2. Now and Then Pictures
• Look on Coventry Atlas to find some images/ photographs of the area you are studying or look for a key
site in Coventry city centre.
• Use or adapt Activity 2 Resource Sheet and compare the old photo with a modern one. You could use
google earth street view if you don’t have a modern image. What differences are there between then
and now? Think about buildings, shops, transport, roads, street furniture, people: what they are
wearing, what they are doing? Would a time traveller recognise it now?
3. One moment in time
• Use either the same photograph as the previous activity, choose a new one from Coventry Atlas or use
the example of Activity 3 Resource Sheet.
• Imagine you are one of the people in the picture or you are standing separately in the picture: What can
you see? smell? hear? feel? And how are you feeling?
• Use your place knowledge and understanding of the wider locality and what might be just out of sight of
the photographer e.g. maybe you could hear the sounds coming from the roads, market, railway or
factory, the smells coming from the butchers or bakers shops or the dirt on the road, feel the wind
blowing on your face or the heat of the midday sun.
4. Timeline
• Using Activity 4 Resource Sheets Timeline with images from Broadgate discuss what could be happening
in the pictures of different dates.
• Cut out the images and order them from oldest to newest/ most recent. The dates of the pictures are
approximately:
Top Left - 1907 Godiva Procession
Top Right – Recent 2019
Middle Left - 1970s.
Middle Right - early 1900s
Bottom Left – 1700s
Bottom Right - early 1950s
• This sheet could be adapted so you use images that are in your more immediate vicinity.
• Additional photographs can be found at:
https://www.historiccoventry.co.uk/nowandthen/nowandthen.php
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/
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Additional pictures and paintings: http://www.coventrycollections.org/about_coventry_collections.aspx

Written Evidence:
5. Looking at primary written sources
• Coventry Archive has a number of significant documentary sources relating to the city council, including:
▪ Royal letters from Richard III, Henry VII and Elizabeth I’s time
▪ The first Leet Book (1420-1555) covering trade, sanitation, taxes,
accounts, dealings with central government and speeches made
by actors when the medieval royal family visited – coming soon
to Coventry Atlas.
▪ Corporation charters including one from 1345 which was
granted by Edward III to allow the town to hold its own town
council.
• Search for a written source on Coventry Atlas or the National Archives
Site https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
•
What does the source tell us about life in Coventry?
•
Use the 5Ws as headings to help you evaluate it.
• What is it? Where and how was it used? Who wrote it? When was it written? Why is it useful or not
useful as a historical source?
6. Through the keyhole - use the Investigating a Census Resource Sheet for some tips on accessing a census
• Use a census from Coventry Atlas by searching ‘census’ or one that you have found yourself
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/
• There are census records of varying dates (between 1851 and 1901) for: Gosford Street, Spon street,
Primrose Hill, Weston Street, Bird Grove, Foleshill Road, Rosehill, St Nicholas Street
• Some of the census sheets are in the accompanying powerpoint Time Detectives presentation.
• Discuss what information we could find out from the census.
• Are the houses still there today? If not, why not? Find the oldest person on the page or the youngest.
What do the children do? Explain what a scholar means (a child who goes to school) How old are they
when they go to work? What are the different occupations?
7. Data Collection
• See accompanying powerpoint Time Detectives presentation
• Make a tally chart and record the data you collect.
• The results could be presented in charts and graphs.
• Similar data could be collected for pupils and their parents today – where were they born and what job
they do. How does it compare with past migration? – see Theme 4: People of Coventry
8. Occupations and Migration
• Census pages are often full of marks and dashes – where clerks have compiled information to report to
government.
• You can record the data in a similar way with questions like: how many children are there in a family?
How many people are over 60 years old? How many people are living in a different place to where they
are born?
• This may lead to questions about why people were moving to Coventry?
• What are the challenges of using this source? Handwriting, the clerks’ tick off the information they have
gathered – making it difficult to see, some symbols and abbreviations that we don’t know.
9. Storyboard or Diary Entry
• Looking at the census returns can stimulate questions about lifestyles.
• What would a typical day look like for one of the individuals? What were relationships like within
households or neighbourhoods – did they get on with their neighbours? What would the rich child have
thought if they visited the poorer child’s house?

15
•
•
•
•

Draw a storyboard, diary entry or a story from the perspective of a person that is named on the census.
Reference can be made to other members of the family, servants and neighbours and different
relationships with each.
Imagine some of the regular routes people took to work, school, church and the shops, how did they
travel and what did they see?
Include descriptions of the house and surrounding area from your research gathered from other sources.

Physical Evidence
10. Using the built environment – link to a possible visit with Historic Coventry Trust
• For a building study you could either choose a building you visit as part of an organised visit i.e. The
Cathedral, City Gates or St Mary’s Hall or you could choose a building in the more immediate vicinity of
your school.
• Get out and about in your local area and look up at what’s around you! Quite often we walk through
spaces ignoring the detail on the buildings around us. Many buildings have modern frontages but
behind and above you can see clues of what the buildings were like in the past.
• On your visit take pictures or sketch your favourite buildings. Think about the changes that have
happened to the buildings and the street. For example new windows, doors, a garage, metalled road
surface, street lights and cars.
11. Silhouette Streetscape
• When you are back at school you could create a classroom city silhouette. You will need to draw the
silhouette of one building that you were most interested in. Draw the silhouette as large as possible
onto black paper and cut it out. Once they are cut out all the class silhouettes can be put together on a
wall display.
12. Using Artefacts
• As part of your local area study, take a visit to one of Coventry’s many museums and see what artefacts
can tell us about the past https://www.coventry.gov.uk/directory/18/museums_and_galleries
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Theme 2 Activity 1
Looking Closer at Maps
MAP:

Location and layout
•
•
•
•
•

How close to the City was it?
Which way does it face?
Why?
Is it top of a hill or near the river?
What transport is nearby?

Size
• How does this compare to other
buildings?

Number of buildings
• Are there smaller buildings
nearby – what were these used
for?

What is nearby?
• Roads, green spaces, places of
work/ worship, schools, post
office, public house (pub), post
office

BUILDING:
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Theme 2 Activity 2
Then and Now

What are the differences between then and now?
Think about buildings, shops, transport, roads, street furniture, people: what are they wearing, what are
they doing?

Then

Now

What is the same?

What is different?
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Theme 2 Activity 2
Then and Now

Insert a picture from Coventry Atlas here:

Insert a picture from Google Earth Street View here

Click on your chosen record
Click on ‘enlarge image’
Right click and select ’copy image’
Go to the document and right click, paste image.

What are the differences between then and now?
Think about buildings, shops, transport, roads, street furniture, people: what are they wearing, what are
they doing?

Then

Now

What is the same?

What is different?

19

Theme 2 Activity 3
One moment in time

The Old Market Hall, demolished in 1867
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Theme 2 Activity 3
One moment in time
Insert a picture from Coventry Atlas here:

Insert a picture from Coventry Atlas here:

Click on your chosen record

Click on your chosen record

Click on ‘enlarge image’

Click on ‘enlarge image’

Right click and select ’copy image’

Right click and select ’copy image’

Go to the document and right click, paste image.

Go to the document and right click, paste image.
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Theme 2 Activity 4
Timeline
What is happening in these pictures? Cut them out and put them in order from oldest to
newest or most recent.

There are many more images of Broadgate on Coventry Atlas
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Theme 2 Activity 4
Timeline
Oldest

Newest
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Investigating a Census
What is the census?
The census counts everyone living in the UK on a particular day and tells us a little about them – their name, age and
where they live. The census is used by the government and local authorities to help plan new schools, houses and
roads. A census has been taken in Britain every 10 years since 1841 (except for 1941, when everyone was busy with
the Second World War). To keep everyone’s personal information safe we are not able to look at the Census for 100
years. It then becomes interesting for another reason – as a fantastic source for finding out about the past.
Look out for the 1921 census that will be available to access soon!!

How do I find census records?
Census records can be found in your local library but the easiest way is to use Ancestry online. Free introductory
offers are usually available which may be enough time to complete your research topic. Using ancestry, it is easiest
to find a census if you have a person to look for. Try finding out about important people in your locality – either on
Coventry Atlas or other internet searches. Maybe they are a leader of industry, a writer or actor/actress. It is helpful
if you know roughly their date of birth. Search for them on ancestry, https://www.ancestry.co.uk refining your
results by looking only at ‘Census and Voter Lists’.

Click to view the census record. You can view different pages of the census, showing people living in neighbouring
streets, by using the arrows to move between images. If you go to image 1 you can read the ‘Enumeration District’
which describes the streets included in that particular listing. Use the tab at the top to move between different
districts so you can browse for particular street names. You can also change to a different civil parish.
Once you have found an interesting census if you click on the index icon at the bottom of the page then it shows you
a transcription of the key details.

Locating a property from a census on the map
The house or street number doesn’t often correlate to the inventory number on the census. It is easiest if you can
pick a census that has an obvious building or street that is marked on the map. For example look for Public Houses,
Vicarages, Post Offices, Police Stations, Street names of side roads etc. Sometimes the names of the property are
named on maps – especially OS 25 inch – i.e. Bird Grove, Rosehill.
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ABC Evaluating Historical Sources
How helpful and reliable are different historical sources? Use the ABC to evaluate their strength/
weaknesses

A
B
C
D
E

Author – Who was the writer, artist or photographer? Did they have the correct facts or were they
using second-hand information. Would the author have benefitted from giving incorrect or
incomplete information? What was their motivation?
Bias – Does this just represent one view or perspective? Would another contemporary agree or
disagree? What was the background, status, nationality,or career of the creator of the source?

Contradict or confirm – Does the source contradict other more reliable historical sources or your
historical knowledge? Or does it confirm information from other sources?

Date – Was the source created at the same time as the event, if not who made the record, when and
why?

Errors or Extract – Is it accurate or are there errors? Are the errors from the creator of the source or
the informant? Does it represent the full picture or is it just an extract or one particular view/
viewpoint?
Fair - Does it make sense in terms of the context of time, place and people?

F
G
H

General Challenges – Is the source damaged, broken or in parts? Consider smears, tears, missing
words, fading, too dark microfilm, bad reproduction? Has it been changed or doctored?
Handwriting – Is the written source inaccessible due to hard-to-read handwriting, misspelling,
abbreviations, symbols, different languages?

For example, a photograph can provide useful detail and is an exact record of a specific moment in time. However,
photographs can be staged and portray a particular image of people dressed in their best clothes, posed rather
than naturally working or playing. They may be useful at showing what a place was like and what buildings looked
like on the exterior but rarely show the interiors or all the people, including servants who may have lived or
worked at the building.
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ABC Evaluating Historical Sources
How helpful and reliable are different historical sources? Choose two different kinds of sources and
use the points below to assess each one.
Source:

A
B

Author – Who was the writer, artist or
photographer?
Bias – Does this just represent one view
or perspective?

C

Contradict or confirm – Does the source
contradict other more reliable historical
sources or your historical knowledge?

D

Date – Was the source created at the
same time as the event, if not who made
the record, when and why?

E

Errors or Extract – Is it accurate or are
there errors? Does it represent the full
picture or is it just an extract?

F

Fair - Does it make sense in terms of the
context of time, place and people?

G

General Challenges – Is the source
damaged, broken or in parts? Consider
smears, tears, missing words, fading,
too dark microfilm, bad
reproduction?

H

Handwriting – Is it inaccessible due to
hard-to-read handwriting,
misspelling, abbreviations, symbols,
different languages?

Which source is most reliable and why?

Source:
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Theme 3: People of Coventry
Background:
Coventry has attracted all kinds of visitors throughout history – some royal and some coming to work and settle in
the city. In medieval times the wealth of the cloth trade attracted people from all over Europe. Their names gives us
clues as to where they were from. i.e. William Cardyffe from Wales and Margaret Braban from Brabant in what is
now Belguim. In the late C19th and early C20th, many of the leaders of Coventry’s new industries came from
outside of the city, including: James Starley, William Hillman, Alfred Herbert and Siegfried Bettmann. More recently
others have moved to the city from further afield, bringing their skills and their faiths with them.

Learning Objectives: Pupils will:
•
•
•

Understand local individuals that have had an impact on their locality
Assess which individuals that had the greatest impact
Understand historical concepts such as cause and consequence in relation to the growth of Coventry’s
industries

Coventry Atlas Resources:
•

Go onto the home page, history page or learning page and take a look at the ‘Themes’ at the bottom of each
page. Within these collections, there are hyperlinks to important people, places and events encompassed by
the theme.

Suggested Activities:
1. Coming to Coventry
• Discuss why people might come to Coventry. This can link with the census activity in Theme 3 Time
Detectives, looking where people in the past, recorded on the census were born.
• Do a class survey of the number of people that were born in the city and the number of people that have
moved here. It could be extended to parents or grandparents too - what reasons were there for moving
here? This could lead on to an inter-generational project and conducting interviews with the elder
generations –see Theme 4 Celebrating Coventry.
• Use the powerpoint Theme 3 ‘People of Coventry’ Presentation to look at some famous people from
Coventry – discuss why these people were significant to Coventry, how many visited or moved to
Coventry from elsewhere? Choose a significant person from Coventry to research further.
• If you know their date of birth, then you could search for their census record on ancestry
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/
2. Coventry Hero Fact File
• Use the Coventry Atlas map to research some of these significant individuals from Coventry’s history in
the area around your school or find them in the themed collections:

•
•
•
•
•

Coventry’s History: John Rastall, Philemon Holland, Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou, Queen Isabella,
Earl Leofric, Lady Godiva
Actors: Sarah Siddons, Ira Aldridge, Guz Khan, Billie Whitelaw, Clive Owen, Ellen Terry
Musicians: Delia Derbyshire, Pauline Black, Jerry Dammers, Panjabi MC, Pete Waterman,
Writers & Artists: William Shakespeare, John Hewitt, Philip Larkin, George Eliot, Masterji, Angela
Brazil, Lee Child
Sports: Gabby Logan, Marlon Devonish, Cyrille Regis, Neil Back, Dave Bennett, Dave Moorcroft,
Tom Cartwright
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•
•
•
•

Politicians: Mo Mowlam, Pearl Hyde, Tom Mann, Jack Jones
Leaders of Industry: Sir William Lyons, Sir Frank Whittle, Captain Smith-Clarke, James Starley, Sir
Alfred Herbert, Muriel Hind
Local Heroes: Paul Stacy, Ma Cooper

Architects: Arthur Ling, Donald Gibson
• In pairs or individually, complete Activity 2 Resource Sheet
• Discuss what the key features are of a biography (based on a real person, based on facts etc).
• Choose a significant person to write a biography about.
3. 20 Questions
• The teacher or a pupil chooses a character from Coventry’s past.
• They are only allowed to answer yes or no as the rest of the class asks them questions to try and identify
who they are in less than 20 questions.
4. Hot seating
• As above, the teacher or pupil pretends to be a character from Coventry.
• The rest of the class gets to ask them any question and the answers have to be given in character.
5. Timeline
• In order for pupils to gain an understanding of the chronology of Coventry’s history, create a human
timeline in the class.
• Place several key dates and events from your research on Coventry individuals around the classroom in
date order.
• In pairs or groups give the children a character from Coventry’s history with a word or brief description
of what they did that had an impact on Coventry (i.e. James Starley = Bike maker, George Eliot = writer,
Sir William Lyons = car manufacturer). They then need to place themselves on the Coventry Timeline.
• You could finish with them presenting to the class why they are the most significant person from
Coventry’s past.
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Theme 3 Activity 2
Coventry Hero Fact File

Coventry Hero:
What are they famous for?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Where were they from?

When? a significant date in their
life.

Why did they come to Coventry?

How are they important to
Coventry?
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Theme 4: Celebrate Coventry
Background:
Decide how you are going to celebrate what you have discovered about Coventry and your immediate vicinity.
Coventry Atlas would like to hear from the community to add in crowd-sourced stories, images and walks and trails
to the website. Get in touch with the team at Coventry Atlas https://www.coventryatlas.org/about

Learning Objectives: Pupils will:
•
•
•

Develop and expand work beyond the classroom into projects and homework activities
Have a final purpose to the work undertaken on Coventry Atlas
Showcase and celebrate their local area

Suggested Activities:
1. A Research Project
• Send your work to Coventry Digital to be uploaded to Coventry Atlas –
https://www.coventryatlas.org/about
It could be:
• how Coventry has been impacted by an event or development
• interesting people that have come from Coventry
• significant buildings in your area/Coventry
2. Interviews
• As part of an Inter-generational Project children could interview their parents/ grandparents or
members of the school community asking them how the area has changed over time.
3. A Guided Walk or Trail
• With the research you have completed, create a trail or guided walk showing interesting features in your
area.
• You could offer tours to the school community/ parents or produce a tour guide leaflet.
4. A Class Debate
• Which buildings should be preserved for future generations and why?
• Put a case to Coventry City Council/ Historic Coventry Trust
5. A Class/ Digital Exhibition or Time Capsule
• You could ask parents and the school community to donate objects, photos, newspaper articles, letters
etc along the following themes:
• What was Coventry like in the past?
• What is Coventry like today?
• What will Coventry be like in 100 years time?
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Appendix 1: Other Sources
Some suggested further sources for local area studies research and resources:
Internet search
Wikipedia provide a great starting point - including a potted history of locations and significant local people.
Local History
Historic Coventry Trust – teaching resources available – https://www.historiccoventry.org.uk/
Historic Coventry – https://www.historiccoventry.co.uk/ note the difference between .org and .co.uk
http://www.local-history.co.uk/
https://www.balh.org.uk/
Photos, Films and Paintings
http://coventrycollections.org/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/
https://artuk.org/
https://www.bfi.org.uk/britain-on-film/
https://www.bl.uk/
The Census
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/
https://opendomesday.org/
Historical Directories
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4
Maps and Aerial Photos
https://www.google.com/maps
https://maps.nls.uk/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
https://www.cambridgeairphotos.com/
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/
Built environment
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/
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Libraries and archives
https://www.gov.uk/local-library-services
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
Place names http://kepn.nottingham.ac.uk
Archaeology
https://www.archiuk.com/index_form.htm
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/271/conservation_and_archaeology/421/coventry_historic_environment_record
/4
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/
Museums
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/directory/18/museums_and_galleries

