
THE COVENTRY MODEL 

EMBRACING 
CO-CREATION

coventry2021.co.uk

‘A
bundance’ photo by H

K
D

 M
edia



The Collaborative 
City
Coventry City of Culture Trust took on Cultural Democracy as a way  
of creating and delivering it’s year as UK City of Culture in 2021/22.   
This was an opportunity to test and learn more deeply and at scale, and to 
create a prototype that puts communities first. 

We are delighted to present ‘The Coventry Model’

THURSDAY 26TH MAY 2022 
Registration 09:00 – 09:50
Conference Sessions 10:00 – 17:45 
Drinks Reception 18:00 – 20:00

CONFERENCE VENUE
Coventry Transport Museum 
Millennium Place,  Hales Street,  
Coventry CV1 1JD

RECEPTION VENUE
The Treehouse, Assembly Festival Garden,  
Little Park St,  
Coventry CV1 2LU

A conference produced by  
Coventry City of Culture Trust in  
association with 64 Million Artists. 

Coventry City of Culture Trust has put citizens at the 
heart of the creative programme. Shaping, designing, 
and delivering authentic and inclusive activities that tell 
the stories of the many people who live in our city today. 
Inspired by city change movements across the globe, 
we created three producing teams – Collaborative City, 
Caring City and Dynamic City and put the ethos of these 
movements at the centre of our recruitment, planning 
and approach.

We wanted to create a joyful programme with a strong 
social conscience, co-created with our citizens and 
have worked with local artists, community groups, 
charities, cultural organisations, faith centres, 
community centres, radio stations, as well as on high 
streets, with parks and nature groups, schools and the 
education sector across the city – to deliver our own 
Story of Change.

Partners 64 Million Artists have supported  the  
Trust’s co-creation approach, working with our 
producers, facilitating groups, and individuals to help 
shape co-creation practices that directly engage 
communities in meaningful and enriching ways. 
They have focussed their time collaborating with 
the Collaborative City team on the Love Coventry 
programme, and especially led the Community 
Connectors project. We are very grateful to the National 
Lottery Community Fund for supporting this conference 
as part of the Love Coventry programme.

Today, we are delighted to share our creative journey 
and The Coventry Model, opening a wider conversation 
around co-creation, cultural democracy and creating a 
participant culture.

Told by the people who made it happen and some 
invited sector professionals, our discussions will: 

  See citizens share some of their work and journeys

  Share the projects we facilitated and demonstrate 
our democratic approach

  Explore the world of co-creation, tools and tips,  
and the many ways in which we have tested  
and experimented

  Discuss what worked well in Coventry, and the 
challenges we faced while creating a one year, 
public facing, collaborative programme of this  
scale and in a global pandemic!

From July 2022, Coventry City of Culture Trust will 
start Chapter 2 of its work, continuing to  commission 
arts projects with local citizens over the next two years 
with a focus on the environment, nature and our green 
futures. As the Trust looks forward to this new phase, 
this conference takes on added resonance. It will help 
us to collaboratively reflect on The Coventry Model, 
our successes and achievements to date, as well as 
identifying new ideas and testing different ways of 
working in coming months.

The Trust plan to create a statement that continues to 
solidify the role and status of co-creation methodology 
for longer term policy and strategy in the city and 
will be co-created with Coventry’s communities and 
organisations to imagine what they will do next. 

How will Coventry’s diverse communities shape their 
own creative futures? What forms of artistic expression 
will they unlock next? How will they continue to develop 
collaborative models so that future generations can 
harness their creativity and realise everyone’s creative 
aspirations? How can they continue to positively 
influence wider practice in the city and the region, 
putting an inclusive, participant culture at the forefront?

Welcome to this essential conversation, and we look 
forward to your contributions. 

   Chenine Bhathena
   Creative Director

Welcome to Coventry,  
and welcome to  
Coventry City of Culture.
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“By 2030, we want England to be a country in which the 
creativity of each of us is valued and given the chance 
to flourish, and where every one of us has access to a 
remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences” 
LET’S CREATE, ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND
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Conference Programme

Time Activity Speaker

09:00 – 09:50 Registration  

 Pop-up Exhibition Radford Bubbles

10:00 – 10:05 Housekeeping Kate Danielson – Senior Producer, Collaborative City Team,  

Coventry City of Culture Trust

10:05 – 10:10 Welcome & Introduction Chenine Bhathena – Creative Director, Coventry City of Culture Trust 

10:10 – 10:40 Coventry Voices Dr Nor Aziz – Community Activist

Fareed Siddiqui – Musical Director, Impact Steelband

Cllr Rachel Lancaster – Coventry City Council

10:45 – 11:40 Panel 1

Can major, globally 
significant and high profile 
cultural events be designed 

meaningfully with citizens?

 

Chenine Bhathena – Creative Director, Coventry City of Culture Trust 

Jonothan Neelands – Academic Director Cultural Partnerships,  

University of Warwick 

Justine Themen – Outgoing Deputy Artistic Director, Belgrade Theatre

Katie Fennell – National Coordinator of Kids in Need of Defence UK,  

Central England Law Centre

11:40 – 11:55 Tea and Coffee Break

12:00 – 12:45 Breakout Sessions: 1

What are the common characteristics and principles of  
Cultural Democracy that we tested in The Coventry Model?

 (A) Panel:  
What do we mean by  
co-creation, and whose  
co-creation is it anyway?

Chris Rolls FRSA (Chair) – Head of Training & Development,  

64 Million Artists

Alice Williams – Producer North East, Collaborative City Team 

Scott Burrell  – Executive Producer, Bexley Three Rivers 

Mehru Fitter MBE – Co-founder, Positive Images Festival 

 (B) Workshop:  
Roller-disco, bingo, etc.  
– Co-Curating Community 

Events
 

Jacqui Ibbotson (Chair)  – Out-going Producer & Programme Manager, 

Collaborative City Team

Dr Nobulali Dangazele – Project Manager, Try It! 

Caroline Davis – Producer, Party on the Green

 (C) Case Study:  
Shifting Power; Shaping 
Policy; Can Radical  
Co-Creation Bring  
About Transformation?

Matt Peacock & Shukry Adan  – HOME: Arts & Homelessness Festival

Cllr David Welsh – Coventry City Council

Jo Newman and Tom Bevan – Hungry Nation

12:55 – 13:55 Lunch & Refreshments

Time Activity Speaker

14:00 – 14:45 Breakout Sessions: 2

How has the Coventry Model influenced our communities?

 (A) Case Study: 

Building an understanding  
of our difference  
– Faith Networks 

Jen Davis – Faith Project Associate Director with co collaborators Deepak 

Naik, Ghulam Vohra and Manjit Kaur

 (B) Case Study:  
Building Capacity in 
Neighbourhoods - 

Community Connectors 

 

Chris Rolls FRSA (Chair) – Head of Training & Development, 64 Million Artists 

Viktoria Sesi – Community organiser 

Olugbemi Moronfolu – Artist 

Steve Jones  – Singer & Songwriter  

Manjit Bath – Community Connectors Project Manager, Coventry City of Culture

 (C) Workshop:  
Fashioning the Future  
- Building programmes  
that reflect lived experience 
and put social activism 
centre stage 

Hannah Graham (Facilitator) – Producer & Programme Manager,  

Caring City Team

Seyedeh Naseriniaki & Bengy Speer – Haus of Kraft

14:50 – 15:45 Panel 2

What is the Future of  
Co-Creation in Coventry?

 

Josie Bamford (Chair)  – Senior Producer, Caring City Team

Kevin Shaw – CEO and Artistic Director, The Albany Theatre

Sgt Julie Harrison – City of Culture Policing Team at West Midlands Police

Laura Nyahuye – Artist and member of Coventry City of Culture  

Leadership cohort

Mel Smith – Deputy CEO, Grapevine

15:50 – 16:10 Tea and Coffee Break
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16:10 – 16:55
Breakout Sessions: 3

Case studies and Tools for co-creation

 (A) Case Study:  
How do we celebrate our 
youthful cities and develop 
opportunities for young 
creatives to learn, share 
and co-create across 
international and cultural 
borders?

Alex Talbott (Chair) – International and Youthfulness Programme Manager, 

Dynamic City Team

Young creatives from the International stories and Youthful Cities Programme, 

including Chrissie Okorie, Lanaire Aderemi and Alice Richmond

 (B) Workshop: 

A Model and Tools  
for Co-creating

Chris Rolls FRSA – Head of Training & Development at 64 Million Artists

 (C) Case Study:  
How we placed wellbeing  
at the heart of Co-Creation

Francesca Millican-Slater (Chair) – Writer and podcaster

Cory Barrett – The Curious Club

 David Slater – Director, Entelechy Arts

17:00 – 17:25 Creative Reflections

 

Navkiran Kaur Mann – Local Poet, City Voices Project

Emilie Lauren Jones – Coventry Poet Laureate 2021-23

17:25 – 17:35 Closing Words

The value of the  
UK City of Culture.

Sir Phil Redmond CBE

18:00 – 20:00 Drinks Reception with  
Live Performance

Tree House,  
Assembly Festival Gardens

Youthful Cities Poets Collective

Laura Nyahuye – Artist and member of Coventry City of Culture  

Leadership Cohort

Time Activity Speaker

Radford 
Bubbles 

A pop-up photography exhibition of support bubbles in a 
community of Coventry during the COVID-19 pandemic 
lockdown of 2021. Photographed by 10 emerging portrait 
photographers from Coventry,  
with studio set designed by Ella Clark.

Welcome 

Welcome from Chenine Bhathena

Chenine Bhathena, Creative Director  
of Coventry City of Culture Trust  
welcomes delegates to Coventry  
and the conference.

Coventry 
Voices
Three local people share their experiences and creative 
journeys with Coventry City of Culture 21/22. 

Dr Nor Aziz is a community activist and completed a 
doctoral research degree on climate change and local 
economy at University of Warwick in 2003. Her main 
interest is in bringing together cultural practices and the 
creative economy to create, talk, tackle isolation and 
improve people’s wellbeing. She utilises culture and foods 
to initiate grassroots responses to find solutions together.

Fareed Siddiqui is a multi-award-winning musician and 
musical director of Impact Steelband, which he formed 
in 2007 - bringing a little bit of the Caribbean to his home 
city of Coventry. Fareed is on the Community Connectors 
programme, delivering his project ‘Welcome to Coventry!’ 
supporting migrant and refugee women to learn to play 
steelpan music.

Councillor Rachel Lancaster was elected 14 years ago 
to represent the Holbrooks area of Coventry and was part 
of the group which decided to put Coventry forward to be 
the City of Culture. Passionate about removing barriers 
and stretching perceptions, she relished the opportunity 
to be part of the ‘Theatre Next Door’ project, bringing 
shows out into communities.
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Can major, globally significant 
and high profile cultural events be 
designed meaningfully with citizens?

Chenine Bhathena produced the Arts Council’s 
Outdoor Arts Strategy, was the Creative 
Programmer for London’s biggest ever outdoor arts 
festival for London 2012 and then designed and 
initiated the London Borough of Culture awards 
in 2016 and is the architect of the Coventry City of 
Culture programme.

Jonothan Neelands developed the Joint Cultural 
Needs Assessment Guidelines for Arts Council 
England. He was the lead writer of the Coventry 
Cultural Strategy 2017-2027, contributed to 
Coventry’s successful bid to be UK City of Culture 
2021 and is Academic Lead for Research  
and Evaluation.

They are joined by Justine Themen, outgoing 
Deputy Artistic Director of the Belgrade Theatre, 
was Co-Artistic Director at the Belgrade Theatre 
for their City of Culture 2021 programme and is 
currently Leadership Associate at the RSC.   
Justine played a key role in developing the creative 
vision for the successful Coventry bid, and directed 
the incredible Coventry Moves, a signature event 
that launched the year in June 2021.

Katie Fennell is National Coordinator, Kids in Need 
of Defence UK - Central England Law Centre 
(CELC). CELC was one of the host organisations for 
the Trust’s Caring City team, supporting our work 
on poverty, homelessness and dialogues on human 
rights. Katie worked closely with the Coventry 
Refugee and Migrant Centre and the Trust to 
develop a special Citizen Ceremony for displaced 
children arriving from places of conflict. This was 
realised as part of The Walk, produced by Good 
Chance Theatre. 

BREAKOUT 
SESSIONS: 1 
What are the common characteristics 
and principles of Cultural Democracy 
that we tested in The Coventry Model?

(A) Panel: What do we mean by  
co-creation, and whose co-creation  
is it anyway? 

Chaired by Chris Rolls, Head of Training & 
Development at 64 Million Artists. Chris works 
on several place-based projects across the UK, 
helping project managers, practitioners and 
organisations engage equally and inclusively with 
their communities. 

Scott Burrell is a cultural producer currently 
cultivating Three Rivers, the Creative People and 
Places project for the London Borough of Bexley, 
where he is trying to find a way to co-create the 
conditions necessary for people to come together 
and make things happen on their own terms.

Kenya-born Mehru Fitter MBE worked as Senior 
Manager of Coventry City Council’s Multicultural 
Library & Information Services and is a-co-founder 
of Positive Images Festival. During her 28-year 
association with the festival, she has relished the 
opportunity of working with diverse communities.

Alice Williams is a Producer and Project Manager 
and currently Producer North East, Collaborative 
City Team. She is passionate about developing 
authentic relationships, celebrating diversity and 
working with partners to deliver cohesive projects 
that focus on creativity and wellbeing.

(B) Workshop: Co-curating a cultural 
event: Roller disco, bingo…etc.

Chaired by Jacqui Ibbotson, Out-going Producer  
& Programmes Manager in the Collaborative  
City Team.

Dr Nobulali Dangazele is the project manager 
for Try It! - a programme encouraging Coventry 
residents to have a go at a range of new, and often 
quirky, health-giving creative activities during 
Coventry City of Culture. She is also a Lecturer at 
the Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS).

Independent producer Caroline Davis produced 
Party on the Green, a series of events in local parks 
programmed with and by local communities. She 
is director of OPUS - an outdoor arts and events 
company, based in Southwest Birmingham. 

(C) Case Study: Shifting Power: 
Shaping Policy: Can Radical  
Co-Creation Bring About 
Transformation?

Matt Peacock  is Director of Arts & Homelessness 
International, connecting arts and homelessness 
worldwide.  Matt is joined by Shukry Adan Chair 
of Coventry Arts and Homelessness Forum and 
Cllr David Welsh to share experiences of Home: 
Arts & Homelessness Festival in 2021, a week-long 
celebration of arts and homelessness projects in 
Coventry, created and co-produced by people who 
have current or previous lived experience  
of homelessness. 

Jo Newman was director of Hungry Nation, a 
project exploring themes around how food poverty 
and access to food affects real lives of the people 
in Coventry and debates what Coventry’s ‘Right 
to Food’ pledge really means. Jo is joined by 
Welsh theatre producer Tom Bevan who worked 
with Hungry Nation participants to develop the 
project. Tom has also worked with BAC and is lead 
Producing mentor on the Fio ARISE programme for 
underrepresented emerging Producers at Wales 
Millennium Centre.  

PANEL 1
Chenine Bhathena, Creative Director for Coventry City of Culture Trust and Jonothan Neelands, Academic 
Director Cultural Partnerships, University of Warwick introduce the Coventry Model.
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(B) Case Study:  
Building Capacity in Neighbourhoods  
- Community Connectors

Developed by Coventry City of Culture Trust and 
64 Million Artists, the Community Connectors 
programme is supporting eighteen committed 
locals to develop their own cultural events with 
communities across Coventry’s eighteen wards. 
From a community garden, to sports and crafts 
events, spoken word, to live arts and drama, the 
projects all engage principles of co-creation. The 
Connectors are receiving regular training as well 
as peer support to help them develop their own 
practice and community engagement further. 

In this session chaired by Chris Rolls, three of the 
Connectors reflect on their journeys:

Viktoria Sesi is a community organiser, facilitator 
and creative currently leading the Creative Wellness 
programme. Viktoria has worked with creative 
groups and events such as Foleshill Creates 
COVert Arts and Window Wanderland.

Olugbemi Moronfolu is an artist working in Coventry, 
and as a Community Connector she is giving 
an opportunity for artists from culturally diverse 
backgrounds to showcase their artistic abilities 
to the wider Coventry community. The project 
focusses on young people, especially those between 
the ages of 16 - 25 years old. They are producing 
postcards which will be digitally printed, exhibited 
and distributed in Coventry.

Steve Jones is a singer-songwriter who is passionate 
about Coventry. He works with charities Foodbank 
and Carriers of Hope. As a Community Connector 
he has worked with isolated older people who are 
supported by Good Neighbours, to learn about their 
lives as inspiration for a new collection of songs. 

Manjit Bath is the Community Connector Project 
Manager for Cohort 2 at Coventry City of Culture 
Trust. She has supported a number of Community 
Connectors across Coventry to build their capacity, 
develop their project management skills, and to roll 
out the projects in their communities. Manjit has a 
background in community development and she has 
worked in local authorities, statutory organisations, 
and the voluntary sector for over 35 years. 

(C) Workshop: Fashioning the Future  
- Building programmes that reflect  
lived experience and put social 
activism centre stage

Fusing arts, dance, music and spoken word, the 
Haus of Kraft Coventry Collective team up with 
artists and writers from Commonwealth countries 
to respond to the global impact of fast fashion. 
Join Bengy Speer and Seyedeh Naseriniaki for a 
whirlwind workshop and learn about their unique 
approach to co-creation the Haus of Kraft way. 

Bengy Speer is a producer and DJ who was 
part of the Coventry City of Culture’s leadership 
programme. He is also a Trustee of Pride Coventry 
& was part of AHI’s Cultural Spaces Responses to 
Homelessness programme.

Seyedeh Naseriniaki is the founder of Chrysalis 
Craft Coventry, supporting migrants, refugees and 
asylum seekers to learn, make and share via art. 
She is a human rights activist, a City of Sanctuary 
board member and a Godiva Sister. She has worked 
with various national and international NGOs and 
charities, including Fairtrade and Médecins Sans 
Frontières, and was recently selected as one of 
NatWest’s Women of Inspiration. 

This session will be chaired by Hannah Graham, 
Producer and Programme Manager for the Caring 
City Team.

BREAKOUT 
SESSIONS: 2
How has the Coventry Model influenced 
our communities?

(A) Case Study:  
Building an understanding of  
our difference – Faith Networks

Faith took place over 24 hours across the city with 
promenade plays, visual and audio installations, pop-up 
performances, a major Open House for faith centres, 
a shared community meal, digital cook-along and a 
ceremony of light with a special pledge for Coventry.  
Faith was co-produced by Coventry City of Culture Trust 
and the Royal Shakespeare Company with City Voices  
and Coventry faith communities. 

Join Jen Davis, Associate Director of Faith with the 
RSC, and members of the faith community to hear 
about the different elements and how the project was 
developed over several years.

Deepak Naik is an inter-faith activist, transforming 
words into actions whilst honouring our difference and 
celebrating our achievements. 

Ghulam Vohra MBE has been promoting community 
cohesion and working with Inter-Faith groups in 
Coventry for 30 years and is Vice Chair of Eden Girls 
School and Coventry Muslim Forum.

Manjit Kaur is Chair of Coventry SACRE and Co-chair 
of Warwickshire SACRE and is passionate about faith 
group participation in Coventry.
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PANEL 2
What is the future of Co-Creation in Coventry? 

This session will feature our partners and leaders from the third sector 
and from arts organisations in the city. Together we will explore how 
Coventry City of Culture 2021 has implemented and experimented with 
co-creation, reflecting on the learnings from working across sectors and 
the value of doing so. We will look at how cultural democracy has played 
out in Coventry, exploring our ‘7 principles of practice’ and the ways in 
which the city can ensure the voices of citizens will continue to be at the 
heart of cultural decision making. 

Chaired by Josie Bamford, Senior Producer for the Caring City team. 
Josie will be joined by Kevin Shaw, Sgt Julie Harrison, Laura Nyahuye and 
Mel Smith.

Kevin Shaw is the CEO and Artistic Director of the Albany Theatre. 
His brief is to further develop the programme of performance and 
participatory work and oversee redevelopment of the beautiful Art Deco 
Theatre. He was a co-creator, with City of Culture Trust, of Theatre Next 
Door and the Generate Festival.

Sgt Julie Harrison is a Coventry police officer who has served the city for 
25 years and is part of the Coventry City of Culture policing team. Julie is 
trailblazing the use of arts and creativity to improve our communication 
with the public and to tackle community safety priorities.

Laura Nyahuye is a Zimbabwean born artist who makes wearable body 
adornments. Her work challenges perceptions and addresses issues to 
do with women and migrant communities, tokenism, marginalisation, and 
discrimination, which are real-life issues affecting migrant communities.

Mel Smith is Deputy CEO at Grapevine Coventry & Warwickshire. Their 
vision is to empower local citizens with the skills and confidence to act 
on what they care about; connecting through their shared humanity, 
taking power into their own hands and regenerating communities. Mel is 
a trained and experienced Community Organiser.

‘G
E

N
E

R
AT

E
 F

es
tiv

al
’ p

ho
to

 b
y 

D
yl

an
 P

ar
rin

13THE COVENTRY MODEL  EMBRACING CO-CREATION CONFERENCE@COVENTRY2021 13



Case studies and  
Tools for co-creation 

(A) Case Study: How do we celebrate 
our youthful cities and develop 
opportunities for young creatives to 
learn, share and co-create across 
geographical and cultural borders?

This session focusses on international stories 
from the Youthful Cities Programme, a cultural 
exchange, supported by the British Council, that 
crossed countries and artforms bringing young 
artists (18 - 25) together to create new work rooted 
in explorations of their identities and the identities of 
their cities. 

This session includes a showcase of the creative 
work made as part of the programme, with a new 
immersive audio piece, short documentary film 
and spoken word poetry from exchanges between 
Coventry, Bogota, Beirut and Nairobi. 

Chaired by Alex Talbott, Youthful Cities Producer for 
Coventry City of Culture. Alex will be joined by young 
creatives who participated in the creative exchanges. 

Chrissie Okorie – Young Creative and Producer, 
Youthful Cities: Cov x Beirut – Poetry and Spoken 
Word Exchange 

Lanaire Aderemi – Young Creative, Poet and 
Playwright, Youthful Cities: Digital Storytelling Lab, 
Cov x Nairobi Exchange 

Alice Richmond – Young Creative and Poet, 
Youthful Cities: Cov x Beirut – Poetry and Spoken 
Word Exchange 

(B) Workshop: A Model  
and Tools for Co-creating

64 Million Artists have been working closely with 
the Collaborative City Team throughout the City of 
Culture year. In this practical workshop, Chris Rolls 
will explore a model for developing a co-created 
project, and look at processes for prototyping, 
shared decision making, delivery and evaluation for 
a culturally democratic, multi-stakeholder project.

Chris Rolls FRSA, Head of Training & Development 
at 64 Million Artists. Chris works on several place-
based projects across the UK, helping project 
managers, practitioners and organisations engage 
equally and inclusively with their communities.  
64 Million Artists deliver training for practitioners 
and organisations to help them co-create with their 
communities.

(C) Case Study: Placing Wellbeing  
at the Heart of Co-Creation

This session will be chaired by writer, performer & 
podcaster Francesca Millican-Slater.

Cory Barrett shares the history of The Curious 
Club - a growing community of local creatives, led 
by two black British-Caribbean dads, who care 
about men and their wellbeing. The club seeks 
to defy stereotypes. Their values of wellbeing 
and community guides everything they do - they 
particularly care about building relationships with 
local Black men. 

David Slater is Director of Entelechy Arts and has 
extensive experience of working with participatory 
arts practice in both urban and rural communities. 
Coventry UK City of Culture 2021 commissioned 
Entelechy Arts to create a new version of Theatre  
of Wandering working with OiBokkeShi, the 
Belgrade Theatre’s Arts Gymnasium and 
people from across Coventry, crafted from their 
experiences and reflections about care and what  
it is to live with dementia. 

Reflections
A reflective session with poets-in-residence 
Navkiran Kaur Mann and Emilie Lauren Jones.

Navkiran Kaur Mann is a Spoken Word Artist, Poet, 
Writer and Creative Producer. Navkiran has worked 
internationally for the Commonwealth Games, 
representing the UK and India. She is passionate 
about creating and collaborating with others.
Navkiran is currently Producer North East for the 
Collaborative City Team.

Emilie Lauren Jones is Coventry’s first and current 
Poet Laureate (2021 – 2023) and facilitates writing 
workshops for adults and young people. During 
the City of Culture Emilie joined the Community 
Connector programme, visiting community groups 
and schools to share her love of words.

Closing 
Words
Guest Speaker: Sir Phil Redmond CBE

What’s the Value of Culture?   
Is UK City of Culture about communities?

Sir Phil is Chair of Advisery Panel, UK City of Culture 
and on the 2025 judging panel.  He was Deputy 
Chair and Creative Director of Liverpool’s year as 
European Capital of Culture 2008, contributing 
significantly to Liverpool’s renaissance.

Drinks 
Reception
The Treehouse, Assembly Festival Gardens  
Live performances from the Youthful Cities Poets 
Collective and Laura Nyahuye as part of her 
exhibition currently on display, ‘Resilience:  
Friend or Foe?’.

Coventry-based artist Laura Nyahuye explores the 
theme of Resilience: Friend or Foe?. Laura’s body 
adornments will form a display interrogating the 
concept of resilience, through the lens of being a 
woman, mother, migrant, and artist. 

Using a range of making techniques, the display will 
combine tech, choreography, spoken word, and craft 
to take a look at different attitudes towards women 
and resilience and whether it helps or hinders them. 
The display celebrates female makers and explores 
themes of sustainability from across the city. Laura 
hopes to tour the work and develop it into a live 
performance piece later this year.

BREAKOUT  
SESSIONS: 3
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PRINCIPAL PARTNERSPRINCIPAL PARTERS
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